Derek Smith 

Self Shooting  Producer /Director 

Filmography 

www.dereksmithproductions.com

Selected films   2005-2021
2021 After The War: Finsbury Stories. Members of a Local history group tell their remarkable stories about life in one of London’s long lost boroughs. Screened on Together TV 2021 and 22
2020 Picture Stories: The story of the Picture Post the legendary picture magazine.

A 70 minute documentary by Rob West.  Associate Producer.

Dibble’s Bridge The UK’s worst road disaster, an untold story of the 1970’s and it’s impact on the close knit community of Thornaby on Tees. 
Broadcast Together TV throughout 2020 and 2021
Red Call -  A feature film written and directed by Steve Gough. 2018 Cinematographer.
Gascoyne Lives 

50 years of social housing and community seen through the eyes of residents on a Hackney estate .  Opening documentary, East End Film Festival 2017.
Victory’s Children 

What became of 12 children  photographed at  a 1945 VE Day party . Film and Major Arts Council Exhibition . Community Channel  2015.
A Pride Job: The worker’s story of the world renowned engineering works where Mrs Thatcher made her famous Walk in the Wilderness . Community Channel,  June  2013-2015
Dave Pearson : To Byzantium. The struggle to save the work of this extraordinary painter. Dave Pearson Trust . 

Community Channel,  November  2012  and 2013

Suchet Shoots Britain   ITV.  Actor David Suchet follows in the footsteps of his grandfather,  photographer James Jarché . Consultant . 
Heartsounds.: East London  mental  health service users meet their counterparts in Uganda. City University.          

 An Exile in Paradise: The Adventures of Edward Lear.

 Transmitted on Sky Arts TV from 2010-2013
 A recreation of the artist’s epic 1848 journey through the Southern Balkans .  3 one hour films. Director                              

Upland Estate: A year in the Life of a Northumberland Estate.

 Davenport Estate  Producer/Director 

Meet the Ancestors:  Celtic Princess  BBC2 .Director 2/Camera
                            1990-2004

The Garden of Cosmic Speculation:  (ITV)  Director


 Charles and Maggie Jencks’ remarkable garden. 
                  

 Leading Scots: Four films on Scottish  Political leaders with David Steel (ITV )

Working for Lucian:  Lucian Freud through the eyes of his sitters

  (ITV)   Producer/director                                         

 The Inner Compass of Certainty:    New York Painter John Heliker  

  Producer/Director               

 The Great Art Mystery : Vision and art (ITV)  Producer/ Director     

 Blessed Are They . 16 films exploring  secular views  of the Beatitudes. Including :The Dalai Lama and John Tavener (ITV) Director     
Cinefile :  Channel 4 cinema series . Associate Producer
 Dark and Deadly : 40 years of film noir

 Novel Image: film and the novel with William Boyd 

 Schooldaze: Growing up with film-maker John Waters 

The Wazunga Kids:  A Film Four drama . Cinematographer
The Eye of Compassion :(ITV)   Producer/director
 Magnum Photographer George Rodger                                           

A City Speaks: Architect  Terry Farrell .Producer/director
 Haig : A Scottish Soldier : (ITV )  Director 

 Farewell Happy Fields : (C4)  Director

  The Poet Kathleen Raine

 Mancunian Presents: The Manchester Film Studios: (C4) Producer        

 Burns In Beirut: Hostages inspired by the poet     (ITV) Director                                         His Majesty’s Most Loyal Enemy Aliens:  (ITV)  Director
 Refugee Artists Interned on the Isle of Man

Elements : A six part series:  (C4) Artists and the elements. Director 

Forbidden Ground  Director
 Artists and the Northern post industrial landscape. 

Close Up North : The North North Divide    (BBC) Director
Voices of War  a six part Channel Four series using personal documents and testimonies to tell the story of the Great War. 

Bert Hardy : It’s a Lovely Day Tomorrow   The legendary Picture Post photographer . ITV.  Researcher. 

1989- Independent Producer
1988-1989 Network Producer, BBC North East 
1980-1988 Researcher and Associate Producer Tyne Tees Television 1978-1979 Director, Side Gallery of Photography Newcastle Upon Tyne

1977-1979 Photographer in Residence Brewery Arts Centre , Kendal 

1976-1977 Artist in Residence,  Sussex University 

Awards :

New York Festivals. TV Programming . Arts Silver World Medal for Exile in Paradise: The Adventures of Edward Lear 2009 ; Silver Medals for George Rodger : The Eye of Compassion 1995 and Blessed are They : Sheri Laizer and the scandal of the Kurdish Lands 1998    

Royal Television Society NE Awards : Best Factual Programme:  1988, 1991, 1994, 1997

BP Arts Awards : Winner for  Wild About Liszt  

Books 
Thornaby Lives 

The first major study of  this post industrial town told in over 75 interviews and 350 photographs.

Gascoyne Lives 

2017  Fifty years of social housing and community through the eyes of residents on a Hackney estate 

The Scotwood Road:  Photographs by Jimmy Forsyth Bloodaxe Books 1987  Editor 

Out of One Eye . The photography of Jimmy Forsyth . Tyne Bridge Publishing . 2003  Author 

Voices of War  Leo Cooper / Channel Four 1988  Picture Researcher 

Films about Myself : Return Journey . Arts Council of Great Britain 

1980. The  rediscovery of  Humphrey Spender and Jimmy Forsyth.


Exhibitions 
Thornaby Lives:  A history  2019
The Golden Age of Social Housing : Life on the Gascoyne Estate 

Hackney Museum 2017 

Victory’s Children 

Preston Hall Museum , Stockton on Tees   2015 

dereksmith48@btinternet.com   0208 985 5331 /   07774 930516 

